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50 CFR Pari 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on Petitions To
Change the Status of Grizzly Bear
Populations In the Cabinet-Yaak Area
of Montana and the Setkirk Mountains
of idaho and Washington From
Threatened to Endangered

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior. ’

ACTION: Notice of 12-month petition
finding.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) announces a 12-month
petition finding for two petitions to
amend the List of Threatened and
Endangered Wildlife. The Service finds
that the reclassification of the grizzly
bear {Ursus arctos horribilis) populaticn
in the Selkirk ecosystem of Idaho ard
Washington from threatened to
endangered is not warranted. The
Service finds that reclassification of tte

grizzly bear population in the Cabinet-

Yaak ecosystem of Montana from
threatened to endangered is warranted
but precluded.

DATES: The finding announced in thus
notice was approved on January 27,
1993. Comments may be submitted unti}
further notice.

ADDRESSES: Questions or comments
concerning this finding should be sent
to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator, NS
312, University of Montana, Missoula,
Montana 59812. The petition, finding,
and supporting data are available for
public inspection by appointment
during normal business hours at the
above office.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Dr. Christopher Servheen at the address
listed above (406-329-3223).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
4(b)(3)(A) of the Endangered Species
Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (18
U.S.C. 1531 et se%)jlrequires that the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service}
make a finding on whether a petition to
list, delist, or reclassify a species
presents substantial scientific or
commercial information to demonstrate
that the petitioned action may be
warranted. To the maximum extent
practicable, this finding is to be made
within 90 days of the receipt of the
petition, and the finding is to be
published promptly in the Federal
Register. If the finding is positive, the
Service is also required to promptl

- commence a review of the status of the

involved species. In accordance with
section 4(b){3)(B) of the Act, the Service
announces the 12-moath finding on two
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petitions requesting the reclassification
of grizzly bears from threatened to
endangered status.

A petition dated February 4, 1991,
was received by the Service from The
Fund for Animals, Inc., on February 7,
1991. The pstition requested that the
Service reclassify the grizzly bear (Ursus
arctos horribilis) populations in the
Selkirk ecosystem of Idaho and
Washington; the Cabinet-Yaak
ecosystemn of Montana; the Yellowstone
ecosystem of Mantana, Wyoming, and
Idaho; and the Northern Continental
Divide ecosystem of Montana from
threatened to endangered. A second
petition dated January 16, 1991, was
received by the Service from Mr. D.C.
Carlton on January 28, 1991. The
petition requested that the Service
reclassify the grizzly bear populations in
the Cabinet-Yaak ecosystem of Montana,
the Selkirk ecosystem of Idaho and
Washington, and the North Cascades
ecosystem of Washingtan from.
threatened to endangered.

The request to reclassify the grizzly
populations in the Yellowstone
ecosystem and Northern Continental
Divide ecosystem from threatened to
endangered status was previously
addressed, and a notice of the finding
was published in the Federal Register
on April 20, 1992 (57 FR 14372-14374).
The Service found that the pstitioners
did not provide substantial evidence
that their petitioned action was
warranted in the Yellowstonse ecosystem
and the Northern Continental Divide
ecosystem.

The reclassification of the grizzly bear
in the North Cascades ecosystem was
previously addressed by the Service in
response to a petition submitted by The
Humane Society of the United States,
Greater Ecosystem Alliance, North
Cascades Audubern Society, Skagit
Alpine Club, North Cascades
Conservation Council, and Carol Ras
Smith. The finding of the Service in
response to the petition to change the
status of grizzly bears in the North
Cascades from threatened to endangered
was warranted but precluded, and a
notice announcing the finding was
published in the Federal Register on
July 24, 1991 (56 FR 33892-33894).

The Fund for Animals, Inc., and Mr.
D.C. Carlton submitted information that

grizzly bears in the Cabinet-Yaak region
and Selkirk Mountains are imperiled
because current populations there are
small. The petitioners also indicated
that a range of threats exists to the
survival of the remaining populations of
bears in these areas, including road -
construction, land management
activities, livestock grazing, land
development, and inadequate support
from management agenciss. A notice
published in the Federal Register on
April 20, 1992 {57 FR 14372-14374},
announced that the Service mada & 30-
day finding that the petitioners
presented substantial information that
their petitioned action may be
warranted for the Cabinet-Yaak and
Selkirk grizzly bear populations. In the
Federal Register publication, the
Service also announced the initiation of
a status review,

As a resuit of the Federal Register
notice, 199 letters were received by the
Service with general comments on the
petitions. None of the letters contained
new biological information on the
grizzly bear populations in the Cabinet-
Yaak ecosystem or Selkirk ecosysiem.

The Service agrees that the grizzly
bear population in the Selkirk
ecosystem is small. However, currant
research indicates that human-caused
mortality is decreasing, reproduction
and sarvivorship rates are adequate
(Wakkinen and Zager 1991, Wielgus et
al., in prep.}, and a proactive
management program has been
implemented (Allen-Johnson 1991}
After a review of the petitions,
accompanying documentation,
references cited therein, current
research findings, and present
management efforts, the Service found
that the requested action to reclassify
the grizzly bear population in the
Selkirk ecosystem from threatened te
endangered is not warranted.

The Service agrees that the grizzly
bear population in the Cabinet-Yaak
area is smail (Kasworm and Manley
1988, Kasworm and Thier 1991} and
that increasing humean demands exist in
the areas including logging, recreation,
and road building. After a review of the
petitions, accompanying
documentation, references cited therein,
and current research findings, the
Service found that the requested action

to reclassify the grizzly bear in the
Cabinet-Yaak scosystem from
threatened to endangered is warranted
but precluded by work on other species
having a higher priarity for listing. The
Service is expeditiously werking on
listing a backlog of species having a
higher priority of needing protection of
the Act. The grizzly bear populations in
the Cabinet-Yaak ecosystem and the
Selkirk ecosystem remain listed as
threatened and retain their current
protection under the Act. More deiailed
information regarding these decisions
may be obtained from the oifice of Dr.
Christopher Servheen (see ADDRESSES
above).
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Author

., This notice was prepared by Dr,

Christopher Servheen (see ADDRESSES).

Autharity: The authority for this action is
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (18 U.S.C. 1531~1544).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and threatened speci
Exports, Imports, Reporting an
recordkeeping requirements, and
Transportatiom.

Dated: January 27, 1993.

Richard N. Smith,

Deputy Director, Fish and Wildlife Sesvice.
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